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I.—Forer1en Po.irics. 


| | April attributes the Chitral imbroglio to the 
™ ae par x se of the British officers stationed there in 


The Chitral expedition. the internal affairs of that State. It is true that 


n. who was present at Gilgit with a party of ten men at the 
or a Ge wade of N icamul-Malk by his brother Amir, did not oppose the 
latter in any way. But he would have done well to leave Chitral on its pei a 
tion by Amir It is highly commendable on the part of Amir and his fo “ott 
who are naturally of an excitable temper, that they did not at first ~~ ue + 
British officer in Chitral. This single fact shows that Amir-ul-Mulk really in a - 
ed to be on friendly terms with the British Government, and Dr. Robertson, the 
Political Agent, ought to have os agree ge that feeling, and instead of station- 
ing Lieutenant Gurdon at Chitral, and reinforcing him with 300 men, he 
ought to have let the Chitralis to fight their own quarrel among themselves. 
In that case, Government would not have been brought to this critical position. 
The crisis might have been averted even if Dr. Robertson had left Chitral 
when Umra Khan appeared on the scene with Sher Afzul, one of the claimants 
to the throne of Chitral, to oppose the progress of Amir. Umra Khan had so 
long been on the most friendly terms with the British Government, and he 
would not surely have done anything to prejudice its interests. But instead of 


following this sound policy, the authorities of the Foreign Office advised 


Dr. Robertson to maintain his position in Chitral, and try to settle the differences 
of the contending parties by supporting that one amongst them who was liked 
by the people. ‘This created a difficulty which was aggravated when a party of 
men under Captain Ross, sent out to help Dr. Robertson, were attacked by the 
Chitralis. All this shows that the present difficulties in Chitral were brought 
about simply by want of sagacity on the part of the Foreign Office. But now 
that the crisis has come, and Dr. Robertson, with his party, is placed in a perilous 
position in Chitral, it is incumbent on the Government to rescue them by all 
means. But the fact is that there would not have been any necessity what- 
ever of wasting blood and money if the Foreign Office had exercised more 
judgment and displayed greater sagacity in the matter. 


2. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th April says that the final 
report which the Turkish Government has published 
on the Armenian outrages shows that no outrages 
were committed in Armenia. Some fresh mischief was perpetrated by the 
turbuleut Armenians when the enquiry was going on; but the Powers are 
determined not to do justice to Turkey in the matter. They have made up 
their minds to wrest Armenia anyhow from the Sultan and to convert it into 
independent territory 

A correspondent of the Times lately stated, with the object of creating a 
sensation in England, that about ten thousand innocent Armenian Christians 
had been put to death. At the Cabinet Council which was held on the 30th 
March last, Lord Kimberley solemnly avowed that he would try his best to settle 
the Armenian question in a manner which would be advantageous to the 
Armenians; and he expected that France and Russia would join England in 
bringing about a solution of the question. Lord Kimberley then means to say 
that either all the European Powers will join in compelling the Sultan to give 


up his claims to the Armenian province th ill stealthil 
against the Sultan. P 8s or they will stealthily help the Czar 


3. The Hitavadi of the Sth April writes as follows regarding the Chitral 

The Chitral question. =? edition :— 
ee The Chitral Proclamation has failed to satisfy 
the public about the justice or necessity of the war. There naturally arise 
- their mind the following questions: What has the British Government to 
0 with Chitral? And ought the Government to interfere in the internal dissen- 
sions of that State ? The fact is that in its fear of a Russian advance, the 
osecnment of India is a little too anxious to fortify the frontier, to keep 
- 4 control all frontier tribes, and to be on friendly terms with the States on 
— mountains. It is nothing but this fear which leads the Government 
€ occasional presents to the Amir and pay him an annual subsidy, 


The Armenian question. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND Urpvu GUIDE, 


April 4th, 1895, 


Hrravapl, 
April 5th, 18965. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Apnil 6th, 1895. 


contract friendship with Umra Khan, and station political officers with large 
retinues in the frontier mountains. aes ae 
The Chitral expedition is the result of sheer indiscretion on the part of 
British officers. Even the Pioneer says that the Government of India ought to 
have nothing to do with the internal quarrels in Chitral ; that it is bound to 
recognise as the ruler of the State anyone who, for the time being, holds actual 
asession of it, without questioning his title to the throne. The Government 
of India was bound to recognise Afzul Khan as the Mehtar when he occupied 
the throne by deposing Nizam Khan. And if Sher Afzul, who got the throne by 
killing his nephew Afzul Khan, had been able to keep it, it was he who should 
have been entitled to recognition as Mehtar by the British Government, and simi- 
larly Amir-ul-Mulk, who got the throne by killing Nizam-ul-Mulk, should haye 
been similarly recognised. But the Government committed a serious mistake, 
and Dr. Robertson’s interference in the affairs of Chitral has involved it in the 
present imbroglio. One fails to understand why the Government of India should 
concern itself about a murder in a barbarous mountain State with which it has no 
connection, or take upon itself to decide a question of succession there, or make it 
its business to prevent Umra Khan from coming to Chitral, with whose affairs he, 
as a brother-in-law of both the murdered Nizam-ul-Mulk and the murderer Amir- 
ul-Mulk, has a far more intimate connection than the Government of India. It 
was not Umra Khan who first broke the friendship subsisting between himself and 
the British Government. He plainly told that Government that he had no cause 
of quarrel with it, and that he had come to Chitral to look after his own 
personal interests. Did the Government of India act in a gentlemanly manner 
and like a friend in tryizg to expel Umra from the dominious of bis father-in- 
law, after receiving from him such a straightforward declaration? The 
mountain tribes naturally got alarmed when they saw British troops advancing, 
and gave hostile indications by hurling down stones and firing shots on the 
troops. Indeed, the responsibility for Ross’s death must lie not with Umra 
Khan, but with the British Government itself, which has brought about the 
expedition entirely by its own fault. But what has chiefly disturbed the 
a tax-payers peace of mind is the question of the expense. The English 


will, no doubt, subdue Umra Khan ; nay, the whole lot of mountain tribes who 
may come out to fightthem. But what will the English gain by such a con- 


quest, by the destruction of the lives of hosts of Musalmans, who, fired with 
religious zeal, will brave the fire that will be opened upon them from the British 
mountain batteries? And would it be mght for a Power like the British to 
destroy so many lives without provocation? Ifthe punishment of Umra Khan 
and the destruction of so many Musalman lives had been calculated to bring 
any gain to the British Government, there would have been at least the plea 
of self-interest on its side. But there is not the remotest chance of any gain. 
from the expedition. If Chitral is annexed to British territory, its administra- 
tion will be a burden upon the Indian exchequer. Again, it must not be 
forgotten that it is not the same thing to conquer a daring, barbarous mountain 
people, and to bring them under complete subjection. — Sach subjection means 
brutal oppression, and the destruction of thousands of lives on the plea of 
rebellion. It is a wonder that, knowing all this, Government should still insist’ 
on destroying its own men, and wasting its own money by undertaking this 
costly and arduous expedition through difficult mountain regions. There is yet 
time for Government to reconsider its policy, and instead of sending troops 
against Umra Khan to dissuade him by a mild remonstrance, | 
4. The Sanjivant of the 6th April thus comments on the policy of the 
ee a em Chitral expedition:— 

pies ag Every crime requires an atonement, and a 

wrong act Once committed requires many others to support it. The correctness 
of this maxim-has been too well verified in the policy of the Chitral expedi- 
tion. It is quite clear, notwithstanding what the Government may say to the 
contrary, that Dr. Robertson and other British officers in Chitral are in a perilous 
position, and the Government is in duty bound to rescue them, however unjust 
may have been the cause which has brought them to this position. But we 
cannot understand why the Government should at all involve itself in other 
people’s quarrel, and make itself an instrument for committing an enormous. 
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i innocent blood. Want of foresight and 
ras . bog’ oe aoreninak Boge always been alone resp onsible for the 
ieee many beats and noble-minded British officers, and for many expeditions 
undertaken to avenge their blood or save lives OE pee by its bye et oh 
ness. The examples of Sir Louis Cavagnar1 ae General re oo are on : 
stupendous monuments of a blundering policy, and who can say that a sim 


+:no Dr. Robertson and his party? Nothing was more unwise 
as ior a Garenaaal than to make Kashmir take Chitral under its protec- 


. hitral a thing to be marked in its frontier policy. The 
ce: alle oe will have to , the opposition of many frontier texan, 
pe it is quite possible that it will be the beginning of a series of frontier 
rats ¥ ‘pusnbover, to be borne in mind that the om ge of Chitral want 
Sher Afzul to be their Mehtar, and he has unquestionably a claim to the Chitral 


throne. It was, therefore, hardly right for the Government to —— his claim — 


ort that of his rival. ‘The Government committed a huge blunder 
by toline Chitral under its protection. The best way to retrace that false step 
is to come back from Chitral, leaving it in the hands of the man whom the 
people choose as their Mehtar. If the overnment at all felt the necessity 
of interfering in the matter of the succession to the Chitral throne, it ought to 
have advocated the cause of Sher Afzul and not of Amir who murdered the 
rightful Mehtar, Nizam-ul-Mulk, who was a friend of the British Government. 


If it had done so, Sher Afzul would not have had any cause for quarrel with. 


the British officers in Chitral, and those officers would not have been brought 


to their present perilous position. Umra Khan, too, has not been proved to be 


an enemy of the british Government, and the latter had, therefore, no reason 


to quarrel with him. At all events, the Indian people had no interest in the’ 


internal affairs of Chitral, and the Government therefore ought not to have 
mixed itself up in them. 
5. The Sulabh Daimik of the 10th April says that not the slightest 


The Amir’s friendship for the confidence can be placed in the sincerity of the 
English Government. 


though the latter may consider it very profound and precious. In saying this, 
the writer is justified by the Amir’s behaviour towards the British Government, 
which has hitherto been of an extremely: vaciilating nature. The latest 
instance of this is furnished by the manner in which the Amir has responded 
to the hospitable invitation sent by the British Government asking him to pay 
a visit to England. The Amir at first agreed to visit England in person, but 
when preparations for his reception were going on, he declined the invitation 
and said that his eldest son would go in his stead. At the eleventh hour, 
however, even his eldest son was not forthcoming, and the British Government 
is to be satisfied with the Amir’s second son in the place of his august father. 
' All this is not surely an indication of sincere friendship, and there must be 

something underlying the Amir’s vacillation. Under these circumstances, Lord 
Elgin will do well not to set a high value on the Amir’s friendship, which, His 
Excellency many depend upon it, cannot be more lasting than bubble in the 
water. ‘T’he fact is that the Amir has no confidence in the friendship of the 
British Government for him, although the English Government may have con 
fidence in the Amir’s friendship for it. It will not be a wise policy to trust such 
a vacillating and lukewarm friend with arms and money. 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)— Police, 


6. The Tangail correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 2nd April says 
that for some days past a number of Nepalis have 


come to the place and are cheating people by means 
of counterfeit coins. 


7. The Bharat Mitra of the 4th April recommends the appointment of 
Captain Currie, Private Secretary to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, to the Police Commissionership of Calcutta, 


: durin Sir Joh ) ] : ° 
will afford His Honour’s Private Need son 2 moore s Suaenes on Sane: at toes 


Cheats in Tangail in the Mymen- 
singh district. 


The Police Commissionership of 
Calcutta. 


Amir’s friendship for the English Government, al- 


opportunity of seeing with his 


SuLABH Darviz, 
April 10th, 1895, 


CHarRvu MIHIR, 
April 2nd, 1896. 


BuaRaT Mitra, 
April 4th, 1895. 
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own eyes how the Calcutta Police oppress the people. This knowledge will 


— enable Captain Currie to be of service to the’ townspeople when he reverts to 


Samar, 
April 5th, 1895, 


MIHIR, 
April 5th, 1896. 


HitavaD!l, 
April 5th, 1895. 


the Private Secretaryship. Ss oe 

The higher police officers of Calcutta geoagers Pony their time in luxury 
and ease, taking no notice of what is going on within their respective Jurisdic- 
tions, and rely entirely upon their subordinates who, in their turn, are very little 
better than a:shbazes (those who give themselves luxurious repose). It is for this 
reason that no report of the police oppression, which has become so rife in Cal. 
cutta, ever nt the ears of the Police Commissoner or of the Lieutenant- 

overnor himself. ; 

. 8. A correspondent of the Samay of the 5th April draws attention to 
| lice oppression on the cartmen plying on the 
Police oppression onthe Diamond J )igmond Harbour Road. Some head-constables and 

— lice sub-inspectors are in the habit of stationing 

themselves at the crossings early in the morning, and of extorting, in concert 

with the local shop-keepers, bundles of straw from the cartmen who bring that 
artiele for sale to Calcutta. Thesemen are also in the habit of levying one pice 
from each cartman carrying other goods, and one rupee each from those cartmen 
who may happen not to have the usual municipal passes in their possession. 

Fines are levied from these cartmen in various other illegal te 

9. A Jessore correspondent of the Mihir of the 5th April draws attention 

_ to the oppression committed on the raiyats of the 

aac Pbression ofraiyats by azamin- village Muktagacha-Madanpur, in pargana Saidpur, 
ner by the men of Maharaja Jnanada Kanta Rai 

Bahadur, zamindar of Chanchara, in the district of Jessore. The oppression is 

said to have become so unbearable that the raiyats attempted to rise against the 

zamindar’s men and make use of violence. ‘I'he zamindar is personally igno- 
rant of the acts of oppression committed by his men on their own account. 

These men are in the habit of extorting from a raiyat twice and even thrice his 

actual dues. They are more careful to extort money from the raiyats on their 

own account than to collect from them the dues of their master. The writer 
asks the zamindar to keep a vigilant eye over his men. 

10. <A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 5th April says that oppressions 

3 _ by military grass-cutters in Mahestala have not yet 

wee oppressions =m ceased. On the 30th March last, the grass-cutters 

, wanted to cut ulu grass belonging to a poor widow, 


_ but had to desist in consequence of the remonstrance of a respectable villager. 


BaNGaVAsl, 


April 6th, 1895, 


SaRnaswaT PaTRa, 
April 6th, 1895, 


They, however, threatened to loot the house of the widow when the gentle- 


man should be gone. The gentleman, however, did not leave the place for 


some time, and the grass-cutters went away foiled. The next day, about fifty 
or sixty grass-cutters, with three havildars, came to the village, and the day after 
that the same number of grass-cutters came accompanied by four havildars. 
Having regard to the attitude of the authorities in the matter, the local police 
have grown perfectly indifferent to these oppressions. Will Mr. Collier, too, 
continue to support the action of the Military authorities ? 
11. The Bangavasi of the 6th April says that all the police officers, whose 
: a ee evidence was disbelieved by the Sessions Judge of 
apes and dismissal inthe Pyna in the trial of the Puna riot case, have been 
promoted, and the single officer, whose evidence was 
believed by the Sessions Judge, has been dismissed from the service. If the 
authorities themselves openly hold the courts of justice in such scant esteem, 
what will the people think? All this should not have been done for the sake 
of appearances, at least. If the authorities, however, are determined on acting 
in this way, they should openly adopt an absolute form of government. That 
would be better for an alien Government than losing the respect and confidence 
of its subjects. | 
12. Referring to the ge agg 7 made at the recent Langalbandh mela 
in the Narayanganj sub-division of the Dacca 
Decne giAnatltendh molt in the district, the Ft 8 Patra of the 6th April says 
_ that, though the District Superintendent of Police 
deserves to be praised for his indefatigable zeal in personally looking to the safety 
of the pilgrims, he could not, with all the pains hetook, completely avert casualties, 
because he was not supplied with a sufficient number of constables and other 
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subordinate police officers to assist him. Men were wounded and killed in the 
crush, especially in crossing one of the many ditches which lay on the way 
to the river, and which should have been bridged over. There were also cases 
of cholera and small-pox. But the authorities cannot be blamed for these, 
because such cases are the inevitable result of uncommonly large gatherings. — 
“13. TheSanjivani of the 6th April is astonished to learn that it is rumour- 
. ed that the Lieutenant-Governor contemplates 
A contemplated jobbery inthe appointing his Private Secretary, Captain Currie, 
SE to officiate for Sir John a peg pen: 
i981 of Calcutta, during the latter’s absence on leave. this is done, 1 
ain be we of the many aaa jobbery and injustice which have characterised 
the rule of Sir Charles Elliott. The magnitude of the injustice which will be 
done in the present case is so apparent and striking that even a semi-official 
aper like the Englishman strongly disapproves of it, and observes that it will 
be adding insult to injury to the officers of the Police Department, if a prize 
appointment, to which they have an unquestionable claim, is given to an out- 
sider. Sir Charles has already got a man most after his heart to officiate as. 
Advocate-General, and it now remains for him to pitchfork his Private Secre- 
tary oe the Police Commissionership and get his own tenure of office 
extended. 


(6)— Working of the Couris. 
14. The Uchit Vakta of the 30th March says that in the case in which 


a certain guard of the Eastern Bengal State Railwa 
stood charged with the theft of some silver mt 
belonging to Mr. Justice Norris, the Cantonment Mugistrate fined the accused onl 
Rs, 25, an extremely insuificient punishment, considering the crime committed. 
A native charged with the theft of a brinjal was sentenced to five years’ 
rigorous imprisonment, while this Christian guard, charged with the theft of 
valuable property, has been sentenced only to a fine of Rs. 25. This clearly 
shows that the English tribunals in India make distinctions of colour and creed 
in administering justice. | 

15. The Charu Mihir of the 2nd April says that Mr. Earle’s order, making 

| : __ over all cases against the police in the Mymensingh 
tn he By boner aun pohiee district to Mr. Radice, has produced the following 
. evil effects :— 

(1). As it is very troublesome and expensive to come to the sadar in order 
to lay a complaint against a police officer, many people having such complaints 
to make do not do so. Police oppression and corruption have therefore greatly 
increased. 

(2). Mr. Radice’s practice of committing almost all complainants and wit- 
nesses in cases against the police, by confirming the popular impression that it 
is not Mr. Karle’s wish that the police should be complained against, is prevent- 
ing many from making such complaints at all. 

(3). Without wishing it, Mr. Earle has, by his special arrangement for 
the trial of cases against the police, raised the prestige of the latter at the 
expense of that of the native magistracy. And even if native Magistrates are 


aa such cases to try, they will not probably, so long Mr. Earle remains in 
ymensingh, try them as they should. 
16. ‘The Murshidabad Hitaishi.of the 8rd April says that lately an exami- 
siti eal wake nation was held in the Murshidabad Collectorate for 
seiatith tek Gtkuacuee, selecting seven apprentices. Among the candidates 


who appeared at the examination, there were five 
who had passed the Entrance Examination. The officer entrusted with this 


business appointed those five men, and took the remaining two from among the 
remaining candidates ; Now, when the selection was not apparently made on the 
result of the examination, why was this farce of an examination at all held, and 
| why were the three matriculated candidates, who did not appear at the exami- 

nation, not selected iy Why, too, was public money thrown away on advertise- 
ments inviting candidates to the examination? Before the examination, two 
Te a Mubammadan and the other a Hindu—who had been plpcked 
a , e B.A. examination, a plied for apprenticeships. The Muhammadan was at 
once taken in, but the Hindu was told to appear at the examination. This 
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ir was shown to the Muhammadan candidate because he came strongly 
camamiipihed. The Collector’s attention 1s drawn to these irregularities and 
aes The Pratikar of the 5th April draws the attention of Government to 
a glaring anomaly in the practice of recovering 


Recovering public demands pyblic demands under the Certificate Act. Asan 
salle pecraeoamianee fiatanes in point, the writer mentions a case where a 


certificate issued against a person was executed against her son-in-law by | 
attaching his coeur, when it was found that the defaulter had ree The 
son-in-law, however, in this case, did not even live under the same “e with his 
mother-in-law, not to say that he had not inherited any portion of her property. 
But he did not venture to move with a view of getting the unlawful proceedings 
quashed, because he did not like to run the risk of incurring the ruinous cost of 
litigation. This is not a rare instance of the anomaly, and it 1s a matter of 
regret that the recent amendment of the Certificate Act has not made the occur- | 
rence of such cases impossible. : 

18. The Banganivasi of the 5th April has the following: — 

The discharge of Europeans The eople are every day recelving clear proofs 

killing or murdering natives. of the fact that rash and reckless Europeans attach — 
very little value to the life of a native, and that they certainly do not think it 
of more value than the life of a fowl. As for the Courts, the discharge of 
Europeans accused of murdering natives has with them become almost a stereo- 
typed practice. Hence it is that these offenders are always found putting 
forward the plea of accident or self-defence, and returning home and to society 
with a light and merry heart. 

We, however, cannot pass over these matters so lightly. One such murder 


case impresses itself so vividly and painfully on our minds that we are led 


erforce to think of ten others. The European Engineer of the Hooghly Jubilee 
ridge killed Sekh Sobhan with akick. The coolies who were working with the 
deceased testified to the fact, and yet the accused was discharged. When the 
Tarakeswar Railway line was under construction, two Europeons attached to the 
line went out one day on a shooting excursion, and shot two natives, of course, 
under the impression that they were shooting birds and goats. A European tea- 
planter in Assam, Rosen by name, gave such a blow to Sekh Kalu that the poor 
man lost his teeth and screamed in agony. He said something to Rosen for 
which he got such a violent kick that he fell into the water from his boat and 
was drowned. The European guard Glover of the Dacca Railway kicked Shyam 
to death. The railway coolies present deposed to the fact, but Glover was let 
off. The case of Kachi Sikh of Fulta, that of the cowherd boy of Allahabad, 
that of the knife-seller of Amritsar, that of Hampana, the railway gate-keeper, 
who lost his life in seeking to protect, not the showy and ornamental something 
which in the West goes by the name of chastity, but the chastity and life of a 
Hindu girl, and many others are well known. In not one of these cases was the Euro- 
pean offender punished. The latest case occurred in Lucknow. Two European 
soldiers from the local barracks went out shooting, and shot some pigeons the 
property of a villager. There was a row, in the course of which the soldiers 
wounded five men and killed one. The case was tried with the aid of a European 
jury inthe Allahabad High Court. Evidence against the accused was complete, 
and yet they were discharged on the plea that what they did was partly 
accidental and partly done in self-defence. 
19. The Sunjivani of the 6th Aprilstrongly disapproves of the appointment 
Pa emer of Sir Griffith Evans to the Officiating Advocate- 
Generalship. Mr. Phillips was appointed Standing 
Counsel on the distinct understanding that he should be appointed to the 
Advocate-Generalship whenever it should fall vacant. He has several times 
officiated for the Advocate-General, and he was therefore entitled to officiate for 
him on the present occasion. The whole country is astounded to see Mr. Phillips’ 
claim thus overridden, and even Government officers are wondering. The 
whole Bar is so disgusted with the Government for this act of injustice that no 
senior Barrister of repute is willing to accept the post of Standing Counsel 
which Mr. Phillips has resigned. Even Sir Charles Paul, feeling the magnitude 
of the injustice thus perpetrated by Government, applied to have his leave can- 
celled. But so determined was Government to get a favourite into a high office 
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lication was refused in total disregard/of a time-honoured custom. 

ti dime, tto divine the motive Government may have had in making Sir 

Griffith Officiating Advocate-General. All that 1s known is that he has supported 

and advocated the policy of Government in his capacity of a member of the | 

Viceregal Council since the time of Lord Lytton. Men like Sir Charles Paul 

and Mr, Phillips, though in the pay of Government, are not inclined to sell their 

conscience for a mess of pottage and pla themselves into the hands of Govern- 

ment. Sir Griffith Evans is an enemy 0 the Indian Pag aa He was one of the 

leading lights who opposed the Llbert Bill. And appointment is therefore | 


ious apprehension to the Indian public. , 
wee Oe OE publishes an affidavit which was filed on the 23rd SaNJIVANI, 


March last in the Court of the Deputy re oe oe 
The Deputy Magistrate of Mad- 4 Madaripur, Maulvi Fazl Karim, complaining 

— of some unlawful proceedings taken by that 
Magistrate in a case under trial before him. The parties in this case are Meah 
Tesmal Ali Chaudhuri alias Kochi Meah of Habria on the gne side, and Babu 
Kailasnath Roy Chaudhuri of Idilpur on the other. The question at issue in 
the case is the proprietary right to a char called the Kandi Char, and the case has 
been instituted under section 145 of the Criminal ProcedureCode. The affidavit 
was submitted on behalf of the second party, Babu Kailasnath Roy Chaudhuri, 
praying for the postponement of the case for one month, on the ground that the 
petitioner intended to move the High Court for the transfer of the case from the 
file of the trying Magistrate to that of any other competent Magistrate. The 
affidavit which has been rejected further alleges— 


(1) That the Magistrate is on terms of intimacy with the other party 
and is on visiting terms with him. 

(2) That he is not giving the petitioner all proper help and facility in 
calling his witnesses. 

(3) That he, without any sufficient cause, refused to issue summonses 
against some of the witnesses named by the petitioner. 

(4) That he without sufficient reason changed the date fixed for the 
hearing of the case; and 

(5) Lastly, that when he went to the char which is the subject of dispute, 
he rejected the application of the petitioner to hold a local 
inquiry, but granted a similar prayer made by the opposite 
party and dined with him the same day. 


The charges brought against the Deputy Magistrate are serious enough; his 
rejection of the affidavit was not quite legal, and Government ought to take 
notice of his proceedings. 


(d)—Education. 


21. Al Punch of the 28th March regrets the ‘appointment of a Bengali _— az poncz, 
ES Babu as Mr. Roberts’ locum tenens in the Patna March 28th, 1895, 
Professor in the Patna College. COllege, because the College has sufficient funds to 
entertain the services of an English Professor. The 
Director has displeased the students of the Patna College by making this 
appointment. 


22, A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 5th April complains of the — amavam, 
Ot es cee ee miserable condition of the upper and lower April bth, 1995. 
seladiee Pethe Malic district, - PYimary pathsalas in the Malda district owing to 


—eo the absence of regular Government grants, and th 
inability of the pupils to pay their fees regularly. grants, and the 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


23. The Som Prakash of the 1st April, in noticing the prevalence in Cal- = Som Praxasz, 
Disadvantages of vaccination,  CUtta ofthe epidemics of small-pox, cholera, &c., April Ist, 1895. 


which the writer characterises as unprecedentedly 
severe, points out some of the practical disadvantages of vaccination. To begin 


with, vaccination has not checked the prevalence of the small-pox epidemic, which 
4 spor f on the increase. In the next place, the small-pox lymph taken from 

ne . is “ ectionable to many Hindus who strongly object to vaccination, and. 

© thoroughly dissatisfied with it. In the last place, the system of vaccination 
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; sii ial 
has indirectly placed a burden of taxation on the people. Vaccination costs 
every man some money. Roughly calculated, a man has to pay to the Munici- 
pality eight annas for every member of his family in order to get him vaccinated. 
And if he is to get his famil vaccinated every three years in order to be sure 
of their immunity from niall-pos, he must pay on this head alone somethi 
like seven or eight rupees. In the face of these patent disadvantages, it is not 
desirable to enforce universally the system of vaccination, and the Government 
ought to give the people the choice between vaccination and inoculation. The 
sooner the Government moves in the matter, the better. we 
24. The Bagura Darpan of the 5th April draws the attention of the District 
Magistrate, the Civil Surgeon and the Chairman of 
Panel oe Saye. the local Municipality to the prevalence of small- 


pox in the town. If not speedily checked, the disease will assume the form of 
an epidemic and spread throughout the district. 


95. The Aitavadi of the 5th April says that the victory ultimately gained 
by Babu Prasanna Kumar Chaudhuri, a Municipal 


A municipal question in Chitta- Commissioner, in his quarrel with Mr. Good, 
rae | Chairman of the Chittagong Municipality, has given 
offence to the officials in that place. Can white men bear it that a black man— 
and a black man who is only the head-clerk of a District Board—should give 
his independent opinion, and that opinion should be upheld? Mr. Oldham, 
the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, thus speaks of Babu Prasanna 
Kumar in connection with the above affair:—‘‘ The whole cause of disturbance 
was the newly-appointed Commissioner, Babu Prasanna Kumar Chaudhuri. 
He had no business to offer himself for election without the permission of the 
District Board, or its Chairman and Vice-Chairman. Were his conduct even 
represented to the District Board, he would be compelled to resign. And I 
only await the orders of Government in the main case before making this 


representation.” 
He also wrote to the Magistrate as follows:—‘‘ The latter (Prasanna 


/ 


Kumar Chaudhuri) 1 deem solely responsible for the great waste of public 


time and the ill-feeling which this case has caused. He himself quoted my 
description of Mr. Good’s position as Chairman with which my report opens. 
So he was perfectly aware of it, and instead of, like the other Commissioners, 
helping Mr. Good, he has taken advantage of Mr. Good’s weakness. Moreover, 
the amount of time and attention which Babu Prasanna Kumar Chaudhuri’s 
part in the matter has taken from himself has been very great, and is incom- 
patible with the due discharge of his duties to the District Board. I am 
strongly of opinion, therefore, that he should either resign his position under 
the District Board, or as a Municipal Commissioner ; and it was certainly most 
improper of him to offer himself for election without permission. ‘The District 
Board has as much claim on his whole time as Government has on its similarly- 
placed servants.” This is the opinion expressed by Mr. Oldham regarding 
Babu Prasanna Kumar in his capacity of a Municipal Commissioner. But 
local self-government will become a mere farce if elected members and Con- 
missioners are treated in this way. The writer knows of good many clerks 
in Government offices who have served as Municipal Commissioners without 
the least objection being raised to their serving as such. Inthe mufassal the 
majority of the residents who are fit to be elected as members of local self- 
government bodies are men in service. One, therefore, fails to see why any 
objection should be raised in Chittagong to any District Board clerk’s serving 
as a Municipal Commissioner. It is also an extremely high-handed proceeding 
to prevent a Municipal Commissioner from giving an independent expression 
to his views simply because he is engaged in the public service. ‘The residents 


of Chittagong should not rest till agitation has brought them a remedy in the 


poeoret affair. The extraordinary vanity of Englishmen which makes them 
ook down upon natives in every matter should be checked. The writer cannot 


say whether Prasanna Babu will have the courage to continue to hold both 
offices after the above expression of opinion by the Divisional Commissioner. 
But the residents of Chittagong should not be frightened. 

26. The Pratikar of the 5th April is not very sanguine about the results 
of the Village Union Committees which are already 
in course of formation in some parts of the 


Village Union Committees. 


way line. 


/ / 
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i Division, and which will soon be in course of formation in other : 
oT hee , teliine from the unpopularity | of ‘the Local Boards pol ges 
thieckigily repulsive character which the stringency of the law has imparted 
to the panchayets, it will be hoping against hope to think that the Union Com- 
mittees will be crowned with any better success. In practice, a Village Union 


‘ttae will be a municipality on a small scale, with proportionately larger 
 asamaibilitsee where it will + ae to exercise jurisdiction over a collection of 


/ 


‘laces. Its chief object, which 18/to improve the sani condition of a 
yo will Bye confined to the looking after the village’ roads and 


the removal of their filth, the homesteads in @ village being generally kept 


ing the power 

re neat and tidy than those in a town. The Committee havin pr 
to recommend the levying of a tax, it will not have to suffer from want of 
funds, as its recommendation is sure to be taken for a command. It will not, 


however, be quite advisable to form the Union Committees strictly on the lines 
of a municipality which is not suited to the conditions of a village. lhe village 
people may also grumble if a particular person or persons be entrusted with 
the task of looking after the sanitation of the village, and they may reasonably 
apprehend unnecessary interference with their liberty if the power be placed in 
the hands of a meddlesome person. The failure of the Local Boards clearly 
shows that no work can be done smoothly by the people of this country, and 
the chances of friction and interference will be greater in the Village Union 
Committees, whose number is sure to be much larger than that of the Local 
Boards. These self-governing bodies have grown so repulsive to the people 
that good and able men are found unwilling to serve on them gratuitously. 
The members of the villaye panchayets, for instance, are recruited from the dregs 
of society ; and the same fate will await the Union Committees if steps are not 
taken beforehand to acquaint the people with their aims and objects, at the 
same time that care is taken to select the best available men. _ 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


27. The Charu Mihir of the 2nd April says that if the proposed Mymen” 
singh Railway line is carried straight from the 
Jamalpur station, it will involve the demolition 
of a good many houses in the town, and besides 
causing serious inconvenience to many people, will necessitate the payment of 
large compensations. The line should, therefore, be given a southerly direc- 
tion, and should form a curve instead of running straight. If the line is con- 
structed as proposed, Muktagacha, which contains many big zamindars and 
exports large quantities of jute, will remain at a distance of three miles from it. 


28. The Sahachar of = ord aon refers to the opening of the Bengal 
rae rovincial Railway by the Lieutenant-Governor 

aati vrovinciai Railway. ond is glad to observe that Government and its 
officers materially helped the Directors of the Railway Company in bringing the 
construction of the line to a completion. The scheme of the railway was 
formed when Sir Charles Elliott was Member in charge of the Public Works 
Department, the line was sanctioned by him and has been constructed 
during his Lieutenant-Governorship, and with his sanction, and it is now 
declared open by His Honour as a railway which is destined to pay. The 
Company has proved to the Indian public that it is quite coanleaile to carry 
on any enterprise with the help of native capital alone. It is to be hoped that 
the Company will soon undertake many other similar undertakings, and all native 
i ata follow their example and come forward to help in all such native 


29. A correspondent 


The proposed Mymensingh Rail- 


of the Bagura Darpan of the 5th April draws the 


Want of a road in 


th 
district. » aa 


the people of Raikali, a village in the Bagura 


The District B _ _ district, have to suffer from the absence of a road. 
é Vistrict Board levies from the village road cess to the amount of five or 


= eee ae @ year, but it has never sanctioned a pice for the construc- 
ue i 2 Pe for it. Mr. Lea, formerly District Magistrate of Bagura, 
Thon a construction of a road, nine miles in length, from Berah to 

pur. ‘Some progress was made ix the construction when Mr. Sharp, who 


attention of the authorities to the hardship which 
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succeeded Mr. Lea, cancelled that sanction. Since then the District Board has 


1 times without effect. ee | 
wa 30° The Hitavadi of the 5th April draws attention to the following 


| inconveniences which are felt by passe 
Railway complaints. travelling by the Eastern Bengal State Railway ;— 
1) The starting of trains on three different lines from the same plat- 
form at the Sealdah station often misleads passengers, as there are not always 
men at hand to direct them rightly. As the result of this arrangement, passen- 
rs bound for Khardah sametimes find themselves brought down to Diamond 
a ong and those bound for Diamond Harbour comé to Barasat. 
2) ‘Trains are often so — that the carriages intended for females 
beyond the platform, and thus cause inconvenience. : 
mad) Te is sniesdinady difficult to purchase third class tickets at Sealdah. 
When there is a rush the constables levy blackmail. _ 
(4) The arrangement for the supply of drinking-water to passengers in 
most stations on this railway is inadequate. 
31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 8th April unfavourably com- 
ments upon the statement of the Officiating Con- 
Bailways in India with English gyJting Engineer to the Government of India, that 
Bibi the more railways are constructed in this coun 
with the help of English capital, the greater will be the gain of its people. 
The writer agrees with the Officiating Consulting Engineer that the gain will 
come when all the railway lines will become the property of Government. 
But the gain will take too long a time to come, and meantime the people will 
be crushed under the burden of the interest which they must pay on the capital 
which will be laid out. Moreover, the railway is draining away the food-stock 
of the country, and that is a disadvantage which should be set off against the 


probable gain. 
(h)—General. 


32. The Chéru Mihir of the 2nd April has the following :— 
| : Though there was no present necessity for 
Government's new policy of dis- amending the Police Act, Government has passed 


sips the Police Act Amendment Bill by a sheer majority 
of official votes, and in utter disregard of the protest of the country and of the 
native members of the Council. There is little hope that the Secretary of State 
will veto the Act. 

The writer believes that all the actions of Government now-a-days are 
based on a certain secret | gg The authorities have now come clearly to see 


that British Judges in India are not to be influenced by hints from the executive, 
and that they invariably follow their own conscience and the dictates of justice. 
But this very often frustrates the objects of the ExecutiveGovernment. Attempts 
have therefore been going on for years to curtail the powers of the Judges 
and increase those of the Magistrates. This is the policy which has prompted 
the amendment of the Police Act, and is influencing the conduct of Government 
in other respects, too. To take a small instance. Sir Griffith Evans being a 
friend of the Civilians, the native community had objection to his appointment 
in the place of Sir Charles Paul. But Government not only disregarded that 
objection, but refused to accept Sir Charles Paul’s wiihieewel of his application 
for leave. It is, however, not without an object that Government is following 
this policy. It does not now place in its subjects the same unreserved 
confidence which it did twenty-five years ago. Leaving aside the single 
administration of Lord Ripon, there has not been an administration during 
the past quarter of a century which has not helped in developing a narrow- 
minded attitude of distrust on the part of the Government towards the subject 
people. The people are, on the one ‘hand, asking for more privileges; and 
the Government, on the other, inspired with suspicion and distrust by these 
demands, is seeking to curtail even the privileges it has already conferred. 
What the result of this struggle will be it is not possible to foresee. But this 
much has become apparent, that though the native community is pained to — 
see the attitude of the Government, it has not allowed itself to be frightened 
into forsaking what it considers to be the path which it ought to follow. It was, 
indeed, at one time feared that this attitude of the Government would lead 
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| le to withdraw themselves from politics altogether. | But, that fear 
wey Bag.ny only dispelled, but the native community is found to be taking 
to politics with greater fervour and determination than before. This has been 
clearly shown by Mr. Mehta’s recent conduct in the Council—conduct which has 
received the warm and unanimous approbation of the country. Mr. Mehta did 
nothing new or extraordinary.. He only exposed in fearless words the new seats f 
which is now guiding the Government—a policy which, being born of a ground- 


loss distrust for its subjects, has obliged Government to increase the difficulties — 


ministration, and which has engendered a distrust for Government in 
+ Bee pr the whole country. There would have been some justification for 
the new attitude of the Government, if Government had been ob ed to take it 
up in consequence of anything done by the people.. A policy of distrust 1s all 
the more inexpedient at a time like this, because the country 18 feeling more 
and more acutely the pinch of poverty, and the burden of taxation is becoming 
heavier every year. ‘There is, however, one good word to be said in connection 
with this new policy—it has induced the people to take more interest in 
politics, and it is leading Hindus and Musalmans in many places to make up 
their quarrels, 

The people had hoped that under Lord Elgin all distrust between the 
rulers and the ruled would disappear, mutual confidence would be restored, and 
the country would once more forget its subjection to a foreign yoke. But, alas! 
they have been disappointed. The rigour of the administration has greatly 
increased instead of decreasing under His Lordship. 

33. The Sahachar of the 3rd April, in criticising ner Phe reg ears 

ae observes that there is nothing in it to justi 
ee Se Mr. Fowler’s vaunting seme that the Indian 
finances are in the most satisfactory condition, although it shows, by comparison, 
some improvements upon the previous one. The people of Lancashire ma 
have been satisfied with the assurance of the Secre of State, but the financial 
condition of India will be presented in its true light to the English public by 
the budget statement of Sir James Westland. ‘The improvement in the present 
budget is solely due to the levying of a duty upon foreign goods imported to 
this country. ‘There is, therefore, no real improvement in the condition of the 
Indian finances, and no real improvement in it can be admitted until the 
income-tax is abolished and the Famine Fund is restored. The -Indian 
finances cannot be restored to a condition of equilibrium without introducing a 
gold standard into the country. Mr. Fowler will realise this fact as well as the 
true state of the Indian finances if he fulfils his promise of appointing a Select 
Committee to inquire into the financial condition of India. 

34. The Daintk-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 10th April has the follow- 

The proposed Commission of ms 


Sasalad tale tadia's eonendiiees The proposed Royal Commission of Enquiry 


into the public expenditure of India will do her no 
good. A proper enquiry will not be possible when the Government, both in 
this country and in England, is opposed to it. The people of India cannot 
compel the authorities to render an account of the way in which they spend 
India’s money. And as for the people of England, they, with the exception of a 
few who are friends of this country, will consider it no business of theirs to compel 
Government to render such an account. In fact, most people in England will 
remain goer f indifferent to such an enquiry, if they do not actually oppose 
it. But, considering that waste of India’s money benefits England, it is prob- 
_ Bey most people in England will join};Government in opposing the proposed 
__ Mr. Mehta’s speech in the course of the discussion on the bugdet was 
intended solely to prepare the way for an enquiry into India’s expenditure, 
and he was supported by Sir Griffith Evans and Mr. Chitanavis. But the 
- pay Military, and Financial Members, and the Lieutenant-Governor of 

engal endeavoured to pooh-pooh Mr. Mehta with the view of throwing obstacles 


in the way of the appointment of the proposed Committee of Enquiry. 


If the Committee is appointed, its a pointment will bring ‘into existence 


two parties, one consisting of the 
people of India and their few friends in 
England, and the other of the Government, both here and in England. Most 


Members of Parliament will, of course, join the latter party. The Committee 
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‘taelf will be divided into two parties, as all such Committees are, and the 
official party will of course be the one that will predominate. 

The very’ fact that exceptions taken to extravagance of expenditure offend 
the authorities, shows that they will not help the Committee in making a re 
enquiry. They rather endeavour to falsify or distrust evidence, and t 
prevent the Committee from arriving at right conclusions. It*1s a significant 
fact that the authorities, both at home and in this country, have already said that 


an enquiry will do harm rather than good to India. 


I1I.—LEGISLATIVE. 


ash of the 1st April highly approves of the selection of 

ee Rai Desanaiedl Banerji Sthader as Member of the 

Rai Durgagati Banerji in the Bengal Legislative Council in the place of Maulvi 

SE Abdul Jubbur Khan Bahadur. The ability of the 

Rai Bahadur is too well known to the public to require recommendation from 
the writer. 

86. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th April regrets the appoint- 

; i ment of Rai Durgagati Banerji in the place of 
os Durgagati Banerji in the Wonjvi Abdul Jubbur Khan Bahadur as a Member 
ngal Council. “ . = 6 : 

of the Bengal Legislative Council in supersession 
of so many Muhammadan candidates for the honour. Mr. Sharfuddin, Barrister- 
at-law, Patna, was a competent man for the seat. 

37. The HMitavadi of the 5th a, is sigan learn a ihe aer 

t’ Banerji Bahadur Banerji Bahadur has been appointed to the Bengal 
asa 'Mesketel tke Seagi Comm. Council in place of Maulvi Abdul Jubbur Khen 
oul. Bahadur. 

38. The Pratikar of the 5th April approves of the nomination of Rai 
Durgagati Banerji Bahadur to a membership of the 
Bengal Legislative Council in the place of Maulvi 
Abdul Jubbur, and hopes that his tenure of office 
there will be characterised by that ability which has throughout marked his 
official career. 

39. In continuation of its remarks on the Sanitary Drainage Bill, the 
Bagura Darpan of the 5th April maintains that the 
passing of the Bill into law will be of no earthly 
benefit to the half-starved population of Bengal, and that the absence of a proper 
system of drainage is not the only cause of the physical deterioration of the 
people, The writer says that pure air, pure water, plenty of substantial food 
and light physical exercise are the essential conditions of health; but all these 
conditions are sadly wanting to the Bengal peasantry, who form the backbone 
of the population of the Province. The Bengal peasant has to go through a 
severe and heavy course of labour from day-dawn to night-fall, but even this 
severe labour does not bring him in sufficient food to keep his body and soul 
together. Owing to the growth of population there has been a rise in the prices 
of food-stuffs, and the simultaneous rise in the rate of wages has not been high 
enough to make up for the rise-in prices. On the other hand, as the soil is 
gradually becoming less fertile, it is yielding less and less produce, and the 
introduction of Western luxury even into the peasant’s home has swelled his 
expenditure, while the blood-sucking mahajan is fast impoverishing him. His 
impoverishment is being all the more hastened by the Bengal Tenancy Act, 
which is leading to his eviction from his land, and is bringing him to the point 
of starvation. As regards pure water, it cannot at all be had in the Bengal 
villages. The little water that is available and is used by the villagers acts like 
poison on the human system, fouled as it is by the rank vegetation which rots 
in it. Thus foul water, insufficient subsistence, and unwholesome food destroy 
the health of the Bengal peasant and him off much before his time. 

It is the duty of the Bengal landlords to put a stop to these premature 
deaths among the Bengal peasants, and increase their material prosperity. But 
‘unfortunately the Bengal landlord is more expert in extorting money from the 
peasantry than in improving their material condition. The Government’s motive 
in brin ging forward the Bill in question is certainly a commendable one, but 
it 18 hardy wise to encroach upon the scanty resources of the Bengal peasantry, 


Rai Durgagati Banerji appoint- 
ed to the Bengal Council. 


The Sanitary Drainage Bill. 


( 901 ) 


asthe Billissureto do. The way, again, io which it adjusts the respectiveshares | 


+ tod by the landed ‘classes towards the cost of improving village 
edhd omy yas A * the hoes run to shift the whole burden on to the shoulders 


of the peasant. Sufficient food, and not a Sanitary Drainage Bill, is what the 
people of Bengal require to improve their health, 


40. The Bangavasi of the 6th April says that Rai Durgagati Banerji — 


os D “Banerji Bahadur Dahadur is a ee pay man, gv Frege Moor 

ay i hee yar Ag inion of all by his tact and ability. Bot 
Bengal good opinion 0 y his bility 

a aaa re the N ative and the European community, and both 


‘als and non-officials, have therefore been highly satisfied at his appointment 
+g ae honed Council. ‘As the Rai Bahadur is a Hindu, it 1s hoped that in 
discharging his duties in the Council he will keep in view all Hindu interests. 

41. In noticing the interpellations made by the Hon’ble Surendra Nath 

; Banerji in a recent meeting of the Bengal Loegisla- 
cd a a on the tive Council, the Darsak of the 7th April refers to 
the speech of the Lieutenant-Governor, in the course 
of which His Honour is reported to have said that these interpellations are, in the 
opinion of the public, intended to humiliate the Government in the eyes of the 
people. The writer is surprised to hear such a remark from the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The system of interpellation was introduced into the Legislative 
Councils simply with the objcct of improving the administration of the country, 
and if the Government is offended at such interpellations, there will remain hardly 
any chance for removing its defects. The writer thinks that there was some- 
thing in the Hon’ble member’s interpellations which may have offended the 
Lieutenant-Governor. While asking the Government to consider the advisability 
of increasing the pay of the Government’s menial servants, he strongly criticised 
the policy of granting compensation allowances to the highly-paid European 
officials, and this must have made Sir Charles Elliott indignant. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


42. The Sanjivani of the 6th April, in criticising the report of the last 
sessions of the Indian National Congress, calls its 
veracity into question. According to the report, 
when Miss Muller asked the permission of the President to move a resolution, 
prohibiting Mr. Norton from addressing the assembly, he having figured as a 
_¢o-respondent in a divoree suit, the whole assembly refused to hear her and 
repeatedly called on Mr. Norton to go on with his motion. The writer says 


The veracity of the Congress. 


that this statement in the report is a piece of downright falsehood. The fact is 


that when Miss Muller was ruled out of order by the President, there was a 
great commotion in the meey and its opinion was divided, some calling on 
Mr. Norton and some on Miss Muller to speak. The writer thinks that no good 
can be done to the cause of the Congress if its affairs are allowed to be managed 
by men who have not the least scruple to speak a downright falsehood. 
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